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EPISTLE rrom A BOAR’s-HEAD. 


To the PRINTER. 
SIR, 
HOUGH I have never before prefented myfelf to 
your attention, in the fhape of a correfpondent ; and 
though, perhaps, you may have no re/t/h for me in this part 
of my charagter; yet I may flill lay claim to your induls 
gence as an old acquaintance, whofe face you have often 
feen at the hofpitable board, and which has feldom, I truft, 
appeared without contributing its due fhare to the entertazn- 
ment of the day.: Though I will not venture to affert, that 
I owe fo favourable a reception to thofe flafhes of merriment, 
which are wont to fet the table in a roar; yvetI may furely, 
without vanity, afirm, that I poffefs certain litthe engaging 
qualities, /prinkled in my compofition, which ‘heaton all 
my endeavours to pleafe, and which feldom fail to procure 
me the approbation of thofe who are moft diftinguifhed for 
the acutenefs of their fafle. How often have we feen the 
firft charafters in the circles of high gowdt, fwallowing my 
good things with the greateft avidity and delight, as the mot 
favourite morfels in the enjoyments of the feaft. 

Your mouth, Sir, I believe, has frequently and openly 
teftified the higheft opinion of my merit, which I imagine 
chiefly to confift in that peculiar /pice of Jalt, fo agreeably 
incorporated with the more /ub/tantial qualities of my na- 
ture. JI am the prouder of this tetimony, when I confider 
it as coming from a gentleman who has gratified the public 
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tafle with fuch numerous and genuine fpecimens of that 
choice falt of the ancients, diftinguifhed by the name aftic, 
which has ever been regarded by the moft exquifite palates 
as the prime faucé in thofe banquets ‘* where no crude fur- 
feit reigns.’ I fhould be proud indeed, Sir, if you could 
relifk me as much in the correfpondent, as you do in the 
compamion : if the latter f/a/t were as pungent in my pen, as 
the former is in my perfon. 

Having recorded a few of my good qualities in furnifhirg 
the enjoyments of the table, it will be neceffary for me to 
take fome notice of certain reproachful expreffions, which 
reprefent me in a very different point of view, under a fhape 
and charaéter little fimilar to the former. By fome I have 
been charged with a property in my nature, which Horace 
has de {cribed in the well-known words “ nafo fuf/pendere 
adunco ;” ’ Others fay, that they have known we thrult my 
nose into affairs, where I had no bufinefs to interfere, and 
have feen me érifile up among my beft triends, without the 
flighteft provocation for fuch acondkl. Some will tel! 
you, that in confequence of this behaviour, I have recetved 
many a 4ick from the mofl notorious cowards; and thofe 
who, are determined to out with every thing, have not 
ferupled to afhrm, that even my nofe has been publicly rung 
for it. 

After you have heard all this, you will not wonder that 
I have been reproached in my time with being a boar, a 
grubber, a {queaker, and as obftinate as a pig. In anfwer 
to thefe reproaches, I will candidly contefs to you, that 
Thad once in my lifeas many faults as my neighbours ; and 
that formerly, perhaps, I indulged too much in thofe fallies 
of pafion, which are fometimes attended with very harth 
and unpleafant confequences. 1 defy, however, the wortt 
of my enemies to charge me with any failings of this fort 
at prefent; and I will honeflly unfold to you, that 1 owe 
this total change in my difpofition rather to the jlrode of 
fortune, than the difcipline of philofophy. The truth is, 
that Lonce found myfelf in a party who, as the event after- 
wards proved, were met for the exprels purpofe of cutting 
me up, and were vy rreernong as the phrale is, to fee the end 
of me; Youmay imagine, Sir, that I did not tamely fubmit 
to fuch unworthy treatment, at leaft without Avchong againtt 
wt, and crying out leudly in the face of my enemies, on fo 


eruél and barbarous a bufinefs. But, alas ! refiflance was in 
vain. In the courfe of this sr aint bufinefs, I received 
fo.bomea ‘Aru/! from an overbearing, bloody fellow of the 


party, 














F that 
atti 
alates 
+ fur 
could 
n the 
‘n, as 


J 


fhirg 
ne to 
vhich 
ihape 
have 
Drace 
ndere 
tL my 
and 
t the 
| tell 
stved 
thofe 
> not 
rung 


that 
In, a 
{wer 
that 
and 
ilies 
varih 
ror{t 
fort 
owe 
é ot 
h ig, 
fter- 
ting 
end 
ymit 
aindt 
1 fo 
is Im 
ved 
the 


Ys 





THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 23 


party, that I am tame as a bully after a beating, and as mute 
asa politician after the Convention Bill. In fhort, Sir, if 
I do not flatter myfelf,-I am now completely cured; and 
though perhaps I may bear about me fome pretty ftrong 
marks of the pickle, and even ftill venture to /hew my teeth, 
a coward may cut at me from morning till night, without the 
{malleft danger of my 4rtzng at him again. . 

Having unfolded, without referve, thefe peculiarities in 
my compofition, you will, perhaps, feel fome curiofity to be 
informed what part I have adopted in the great queftion of 
politics, which in thefe days is become rather a praétical 
thanafpeculative topic. It will appear fomewhat wonderful 
that belonging, as I do, to the capital branch of a very 
ancient and long-headed race, which has always made fome 
novfe in the world, and contrived, under every party, fome- 
how or other, to pu/h their way; it will appear wonderful, 
I fay, that not one of our generation was ever known to take 
any fhare in political affairs, though, at the fame time, we 
havet always managed to be well received at the tables of 
every faction, whigs and tories, ariftocrats and democrats, 
miniftry and minority. 

Having never diffipated our time in the contentions of 
public life, it may be naturally, perhaps, expeéted, that our 
private hours have been dedicated to the purfuits of literature 
andthe improvement of fcience. Of our progrefs in thefe 
employments I will not venture toboaft. My vanity, how- 
ever, cannot help reminding you, that one of our race was 
lately honoured, by univerfal fuffrage, with the title of 
learned ; and, if Lam rightly informed, there aétually exifts, 
at this moment, a celebrated feminary, not a hundred miles 
diftant from the place where I am now writing, which is ap- 
propriated folely to our kindred ; and which has ever been 
fupplied with a venerable fucceffion of metaphyficians, 
logicians, and mathematicians. I have thought it neceflary 
to detail this brief account of my nature and properties, that 
I might not be charged with ¢hrufling my head into your 
houfe without fome information of its contents; and that 
you might not fay you received me like a pig ina poke, 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient fervant to command, 


THE BOAR’s-HEAD. 
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Anecdote relative to the Viétory of Camperdown. 


To the EDITOR, 

SIR, 

N a late German publication I met with the following 

anecdote, intended to illuftrate the charaéter of a Danith 
officer; but which, I obferved, with fome degree of national 
pride, refle&ted ftill greater honour on the gallantry .of a 
countryman of ourown. As I donot recolleét to have feen 
any mention of the circumftance in other accounts of the 
viétory of Camperdown, I have tranflated it, and offer it for 
infertion ; requefting at the fame time, that any of your 
readers who may be acquainted with the details of the a€tion, 
will oblige me, through the medium of your ufeful Enter- 
tainer, with the name of the officer, whofe courage and ge- 
nerofity exerted in favour of enemies, certainly entitle him 
to a diftinguifhed place even among thofe of his own pro- 
feffion, to whom the prefent war has ‘afforded fo many 
glorious occafions of diftinguifhing themfelves. 

A Lieutenant in the Danifh navy, named Heiberg, entered 
into the Dutch fervice in 1793, and in the engagement with 
the Englifh fleet on the 11th of Ogtober, 1797, he was Firft 
Lieutenant of the Delft, which, furrounded by three Englifh 
fhips, maintained with them the moft obftinate confliét during 
an hour and a quarter, but was at laft obliged to ftrike. 
When the Englifh officer came on beard to take pofleffion of 
the fhip, he found her much damaged, having many fhot 
through her hull and rigging, and her main-maft and yard 
fhot away ; two officers and forty-one of her men killed, 
and one officer and feventy-five men wounded. He fent the 
Captain with two officers and ninety men, on board his own 
fhip, the Ruffel, and requefled Mr. Heiberg, who was not 
wounded, to affift him, with the men under his command, in 
preventing the fhip from finking; in which they fucceeded 
tillthe 14th of the fame month, when aftorm came on, and 
put the veffel ina very dangerous fituation: the filled ten 
ect with water, fo that all hope of faving her was foon at 
an end. 

The Englith officer reprefented this to Mr. Heiberg, tel- 
ling him that at a certain fignal he fhouldthrow himfelf with 
his men into the long boat, and invited him to avail himfelf 
of the opportunity of effefting his efcape. ‘* But how can 
J leave thefe unfortunate men?” replied he, pointing to 
the wounded failors, whom it bad been neceffary to bring 
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upon deck, as the hold was already full of water. The 
Englifh officer, ftruck with this anfwer, ** God blefs you, 
my brave fellow,” cried he, “* here is my hand : I give you 
my word, I will ftay here with you.” 

Hethencaufed his own men to leave the fhip, and re- 
mained behind himfelf toafiftthe Dutch. The Ruffel foon 
fent out her boats to their fuccour, and brought off as many 
as could leap on boardthem, and loft no time in making a 
fecond voyage with equal fuccefs ; but few of the wounded 
could be got off, though the two officers had united their 
efforts for that purpofe, and ftill remained with them in the 
veffel, with three fubaltern officers and about thirty feamen ; 
they were {till cherifhing the hope that the boats would a 
third time come to their relief ; but the fatal moment was 
now arrived, and on a fudden the Delft went down. The 
Englith officer fprang into the fea and fwam to his own fhip ; 
the unfortunate Heiberg perifhed the viétim of his courage 


and humanity. 
L.*E. 








Extraé from Conftantia Neville ; or the Weft Indian, A 
Novel, by Mrs. Wells, 


(Continued from Page 10.) 


N detailing the fufferings of a vi€tim of principle, how 
does the heart ficken to be compelled to paint from the 
life, the Bellmours’ and Montagus’ of the world, trium- 
phantly feeding on the {poils of the upright noble-minded 
Nevilles, denying themfelves every gratification, froma fear 
of infringing on the rights of others. The hope of immor- 
tality, and the peace which dwells within, fmooth the rugged 
road of the one, while under the rofes which ftrew the path of 
the other, lurks athorn, whofe wounds are paft remedying. 
In the hour of calm refle&ion, who would not rather wifh to 
be Neville, brought te an early grave by ingratitude and trea- 
chery, than either of thofe whofe extravagance caufed them 
to involve in ruin, the man, without whofe countenance and 
proteétion, they had never been known ? 

Could Conftantia reafon thus? Who but the cold fceptic, 
that affeéts to defpife the confolations of religion, would afk 
fuch a queftion ? ‘ 

To view paralyfed the hand that was wont to yield the 
preffure of affe@tion; the eye rolling in vacancy that ever 
beamed 
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beamed with intelligence, and the voice mute, to which we 


have liftened with rapture; thefe are trials that appal the 
ftoutelt heart. What effect muft they have on the fervid 
imagination cf youth ? Conftantia was herfelf in the gloom 
of a fick chamber; with every fibre on the rack, fhe was able 
to adminjiter the laft fad othees to a dying parent, to catch 
the parting figh, and to cont¢mplate the fmile that irradiated 
the countenance in death. Bluth yethat dread to watch the | 
>xpiring lamp of life, that quit with indecent hafte the {pot 
where lic the remains of thofe whom, when living ye affe&ted 
to honour ; blufh, I fay, at the fuperior fortitude of one, 
who, though young in years, was old enough in habits of re- 
fleGiion to feelthe propriety of continuing under the fame 
roof with the remains of her much loved parent, till all that 
was mortal of him was configned to its native earth. 

When this faid hour wes paft, when mental or bodily ex. 
ertion could benefit no pe:fon but herfelf, then did the 
ftrength fail. Nature is only capable of making certain ef- 
forts, and the more the mind ftrives for maftery over the 
body, the greater fhock does the animal fyftem fuftain when 
the confliét is over. 

The principal clerk of Mr. Neville was moft devotedly at- 
tached to the interefts of his mafter’s family. His wife, a 
refpeftable woman, liad, at his defire, taken up her refidence 
in Bloom{fbury Square, on the firft furmife of Mr. Neville’s 
life being in danger. She continued her attentions to the 
laughter, who through her kindnefs, aided by fkilful medical 
advice, was foon prgnounced to be inaconvalefcent ftate. 
The habitation of Somers, though humble, was by no means 
devoid of thofe accommodations which the Englifh with pe- 
culiar emphafis denominate comforts, It wasin the tkirts of 
the town, and change of air being prefcribed for Mifs Neville, 
fhe propofed to Mrs. Somers to become her boarder, till let- 
ters from her mother fhould dire& her how to difpofe of her- 
felf. Abforbed by the poignancy of her forrow, and the 
ynagnitude of her lofs, fhe was wholly indifferent to outward 
objects; the innocent endearments of the children of the 
worthy couple, under whofe roof fhe now was, awakened 
feelings that contributed more to reconcile her to life than vo- 
lumes ot any other book butthat of nature could have done, 
Ihe lady, from her kindnefs and condefcenfion, foon became 
as attraétive to the young folks, as from her mournful garb 
fhe had at firft fight been repulfive. 

Could fhort fighted mortals pry. into the events of futu- 
rity, it is not improbable that Mrs, Neville, on her daughter’s 
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account, would have fought to keep up that kind of corre- 
{pondence with her fifter Mrs. Williamfon, as would on this 
emergency have enfured to heranafyluminherhoufe. The 
modes of education and habits of living of the two filters 
have been already declared to be wholly oppofite. In lefs 
than a year after the arrival of the Neville family in England, 
the reverend Door and his lady made an excurfion to the 
metropolis, the former to thank the Lord Chancellor for 
preferment, perhaps to purchafe books; the latter, to pay vi- 
fits and hearthe news. When the joy at feeing her fifter 
after fo long a feparation fubfided, fhe exprefled her furprize 
at her nicce not being fent to fchool.; adding, that fhe was 
not inthe leaft like her nephew Montagu, who had an eafe ot 
manners and addrefs about him, which would never have been 

acquired, had he fat moepifh by his father’s fire-fide all day, 

which he prefumed Mifs Conftantia was allowedto do. ‘The 
{parkling eye and rofy tint on her cheek, as well as firm ilep 
when fhe walked, would have given the lie to fuch an accufa- 
tion, if thofe who made it had not been wilfully blind. Te 
purfuc the converfation no farther (though it was renewed 

every time the filters met) their fentiments refpeéting the dif- 
pofal of the fair exotic, were fo difcordant, that an wrremetii- 
able breach was the confequence, and when, on the death ot 
the Doétor, of which the only notice received was by the 
public papers, Mrs: Neville felt difpofed to offer confolation, 


‘flie was withheld from dving fo, left her fifter fhould impute 


to intereftcd motives her wilhing at that feafon to renew the 
conneétion. 

The death happening at the moment that remittances from 
both Montagu and Be Imout failed, when a change in the fty le 
of living took place, and declared to all bufy enguirers, that 
Mr. Neville’s affairs were not in the moft profperous itate. 
The voyage to the Weft Indies being entered upon almoft as 
foon as fuggefled, the anxious‘mother had neither recolleétion 
nor leifure for writing toa filler of whom fhe had not heard, 
except through report, for fo many years. 

Thus was Conftantia left without a probability of reeeiv- 
ing attention from any perfon but Mrs. Rochtord, who failed 
not on this occafion to pay her tribute of condolence, whil 
fhe reiterate(l her offers of friendthip, clofing her letter with 
apromife of returning to Londonas foonas Mr. Roch ford’s 
engagements would permit, when fhe trulled her friend would 
make her houfe a home, nor think of feparating till the arriv 
of her mother or brother {hould require her prefence ‘el fe- 
where. Muchas it gratificd Coniftantiato receive fuch proofs 
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of attachment from her oldeft female acquaintance in Eng- 
land, it would have accorded better with her prefent frame of 
mind to have declined entering into fo gay a circle. So- 
mers endeavoured to fhew her the propriety of accepting 
Mrs. Rochford’s invitation; he grieved to fee his revered 
mafter’s daughter veiled in ob{curity, yet he wifhed to let the 
houfe for the winter, that fhe had lately occupied, as by that 
means he would be furnifhed with ready-money to fupply her 
neceflities, and defray incidental expences, without touching 
on bills remitted from corref{pondents, which could immedi- 
ately be appropriated to the difcharge of debts already in- 
curred. Little fenfible of the value of money, Conftantia 
had, however, too jufta mode of thinking and judging, not 
to feel the full force of fuch arguments. The interval fhe 
paft in endeavouring to fortify her mind for whatever of ad- 
verfe fortune might yet be her portion; well aware that in 
Mrs. Rochford’s circle of acquaintance, as well as her own, 
ihe would now be confidered in a ftate of dependence, fhe de- 
termined to become callous to the {neers of the meanly 
proud, to be filent where her fentiments, if expreffed, could 
not be in unifon with thofe of the people the affociated with, 
and to keep a ftri€t guard on herfelf, in delivering, even to 
Mr. and Mrs. Rochford, her opinion of the various perfons 
who might frequent their houfe. 

Little did Mr. Neville imagine that when cultivating the 
faculties and refining the tafte of his daughter, he ought ra- 
ther to have been engaging profeflors to teach her thofe ac- 
complifhments that may be deemed mechanical, and that the 
ftudies which in the, firft part of her life conftituted her chief 
happinefs, could not afterwards he purfued for fear of giving 
offence, by an appearance of arrogating to herfelf a fupe- 
riority of which fhe never thought. To excel in the arts of 
plealing when no longer a favourite of fortune, the heart re- 
quires to be cafed in adamant, the tongue to be chained ex- 
cept for the purpofes of flattery, anda ready acquiefcence to 
the fentiments of fuperiors, while the hands and eyes muft 
be perpetually employed in their fervice, or in adminiftering 
to their amufement. If any of the affluent of my own fex, 
guilty of impofing this mental flavery on the humble depen- 
dant, fhould condefcend to read thefe pages, let me advife 
them to confider well the probable confequences of fuchty- 
ranny. Through their harfh treatment fhould the hunted 
doe break the pales that feparate her from the vicious, how 
dreadful will be their refleGtions when the hour cometh which 
9 awaiteth 














=~ FF 


ee oS =) 


sa? 


—s = iv 


UC hl Ur CUD 





THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 29 


awaiteth all living, and to ward off which, even fora day, no 
expedient can be devifed. 

Until the chief glory of women confifts in prote&ing and 
fupporting each other in what is laudable, fo long may we de- 
{pair of areformationin morals. The delicately brought up 
unportioned young female, is truly an objeét of commifera- 
tion; moft fervently does the writer who now wields the 
pen, dedicate her feeble powers to their caufe, while at this 
epoch, the eve of the commencement of the nineteenth cen- 
tury, fhe hopes, though amid the tumults of war, and the jar- 
ring of parties, toawaken Britifh humanity (to which the un- 
fortunate never yet appealed in vain) in behalf of her fuf- 
fering fifters. To prevent the growth of immorality at 
home (which if not checked, muft in time fpread devattation 
over the land); to open an afylum for induftrious poverty 
under a fragile form, who hopes to receive proteétion and 
fupport, till the is fo habituated to labour, as to procure by 
her own exertions a maintenance, will furely be an employ- 
ment as befitting the charaéter of Chriftian legiflators, as any 
which have yet engroffed their attention, not excepting the 
humane efforts of thofe, whofe pious defire it is that flavery 
may be banifhed from the face of theearth. When Catholic 
inftitutions of this nature are permitted to take root, and to 
flourifh, in a country to whofe interefts they muft, from the 
very nature of things, be hoftile, it furely behoves all who 
venerate the eftablifhed religion, to endeavour to counteraét 
the pernicious effeéts of fuch eftablifhments, by affording 
to the virtuoufly difpofed children of affliétion, that fhelter 
which they offer ; in return for which great benefit they will 
not be required to immolate at the fhrine of falfe devotion, 
thofe feelings and affections wifely implanted in our bofoms 
by the Author of Nature ; the attempt to eradicate which, 
tends to deftroy the links by which the human race may be 
confidered as one great family ! 





GENERAL REVIEW of POLITICS, 








For DEcEMBER, 1800, 


GERMANY. 


OSTILITIES have recommenced in this country, ina 
manner which portends the moft fatal refults to the 
Houle of Auftria. The armiftice having been formally ter- 


minated according to compatt, feveral flight and unimpor- 
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tant encounters took place between divifions of the Auftrian 


and Frencharmies. At length, onthe 1ft of December, the 
Imperialifts, under the command of the Archduke John, at- 
tacked the enemy, advantageoufly pofled on arifing ground, 
and after an obftinate fight of ten hours duration, remained 
complete mafters of the field. 

On the 3d, however, the Auftrians were, in their turn, at- 
tacked, and completely routed, with the lols, according to 
the yet uncontradicted flatement of the enemy, of eighty 
pieces of cannon, two hundred ammunition waggons, and 
ten thoufand prifoners, among whom are three Generals. 
‘The remains of the army are retreating with precipitation, 
and the country they evacuate will be, like the reft, a prey 
to Gallic extortion. It is of little importance, in the prefent 
ftate of affairs, to inveltigate thofe circumftances, which are 
fuggefled by conjeéture, as caufes of this difafter ; the evil 
appears irreparable, and the Emperor mutt, in all probability, 
at length, confent to receive terms diftated by the haughty 
vitor. Already, itis faid, he bas folicited from the Britith 
Cabinet, areleafe from engagemenis which he cannot, with- 
out ruin, adhere to, and if foit is extremely probable con- 
fent will not be withheld. 


PRUSSIA, 


The King, purfuing the felfifh and difgraceful policy 
which has a¢tuated his Councils fince the conclufion of 
peace with the regicide republic, now takes advantage of the 
depreffed condition of the head of the empire, to advance 
pretenfions hitherto unknown, to ereét a rivalfhip between 
his power in Germany and that of the Emperor; to eftablifh 
anew-{fangled divifion of the north and fouth of Germany ; 
and, by flanding forward the affeéted defender of the rights 
gf vone divifion, aims at forming a feparate dominion which 
cannot be eftablifhed without much intrigue, many wars, 
and the frequent interventioa of French gold and French 
arms. 

In the fame fpirit, the King of Prufhla, affluming the 
right of proteéling the neutrality of Hamburg, has marched 
an army to Cuxhaven; and the proceeding is not regarded 
without jealoufy and apprelhenfion : little doubt is enter- 
tained that the pofleflion of Hamburgh by force is the intent 
of this movement, although his troops have as yet behaved 
jn the moft orderly and regular manner, and evey conciliated 
the inhabitants by the propriety of their demeanour, and 


aaa 
the puntiuality of their payments. 


Foie 


Pruffia 














rian 
the 

ate 
ind, 


ned > 


, at- 
x to 
hty 
and 
als. 
ion, 
rey 
fent 
are 
evil 
ity, 
shty 
itifh 
ith- 


On= 


licy 
1 of 
the 
ince 
‘een 
ylifh 
ny ; 
shits 
lich 
ars, 
nch 


the 
-hed 
rded 
iter- 
tent 
ved 
ated 
and 








THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 31 


Pruffia is alfo faid to be acontraéting party in that northern 
confederacy, on the bafis of which the Emperor of Ruflia 
has committed a moft flagrant and infolent aggreflion againit 
Great Britain. 

RUSSIA, 


In the month of November, an embargo was unexpeftedly 
laid on all the Britifh fhipping in Reiflian ports : the crews 
were taken out of the fhips, treated not as prifoners of war, 
but as criminals, put under the conduét of the military, and 
marched in {mall companies two hundred miles up the 
country. At Narva,a few veffels had the good fortune to 
efcape, which, it is faid, fo enraged the tyrant, that he or- 
dered thofe remaining to be burned. 

In vindication of this atrocious violence, Paul has pub- 
lifhed the following manifefto, or order: ‘* Whereas we 
have learned that the ifland of Malta, lately in the poffeffion 
of the French, has been furrendered to the Englifh troops ; 
but as it is as yet uncertain whether the agreement entered 
into on the 30th of December, 1798, will be fulfilled, ac- 
cording to which this illand, after its capture, is to be reftored 
to the Order of St. John of Jerufalem, of which his Ma- 
jefty the Emperor of all the Ruflias is Grand Matter, his 
Imperial Majcfty, being determined to defend his rights, has 
been pleafed io command that an embargo fhall be laid on 
all Englifh fhips in the ports of his empire till the abovee 
mentioned convention {hall be fylfilled,’’ 

On this abfurd paper, it is hardly neceflary to offer a 
comment. It 1s obferved that the Emperor Paul was not 
only never regularly elected Grand Mafter of the Order of 
Malta, but could not have been eleéied, had he even come 
forward as a candidate for the office; fince it was abfolutely 
indifpenfable, according to the rules of the Order, that the 
Grand Mafter fhould have been one of the Knights tor a 
confiderab!e number of years, that he fhould profefs the 
Roman Catholic religion, exercife perpetual hoftilities again ft 
the Turks, and liye in a ftate of celibacy and chaftity. In 
all thefe neceffary refpeéts Paul is totally difqualified from 
being admitted into the meaneft and molt fervile fituation of 
the Order of Malta; the motives of his unjuft and infamous 
aggreflion muft therefore be fought for in another fource, 
and that moft generally believed, is a confederacy againit 
the naval power of Great-Britain, inftigated_by France, 
guaranteed by Pruflia, and formed in conjunétion with the 
other northern powers. 

E 2 SIVE. 
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SWEDEN. 

The Swedes are alfo a party in the northern confederacy, 
and lend affiftance to the intrigues of France, and the vio- 
lences of Paul. Her hoftile difpofition towards England is 
fhewn by a letter to the Pruflian government, in anfwer toa 
remonflrance of Spain, relative to a Jate tranfaction at Bar- 
celona; wherein, after recapitulating the many violations of 
neutrality to which his {hips have been expofed during the 
war, the Swedifh King referves to himfelf the privilege of 
demanding reparation for the injuries done to his fubjeéts or 
his flag, “* at fuch opportunity, and by fuch means, as his 
particular fituation may afford :” he proceeds to ftate that he 
conliders the conduét of the Englifh extremely illegal. 


DENMARK, 


This power is alfo reprefented as aftively engaged in the 
fame caufe, and, at a convenient period, their joint manifefto 
may be expeéted. 


FRANCE, 


The intrigues and military fucceffles of this country have 
placed her ina very different pofition from that in which fhe 
was viewed at the beginning of the year; yet the flate of 
France ought to be contemplated with {fteadinefs, and no 
{cope afforded to childifh wonder or daftardly difmay.— 
France has been aptly compared to a {pirited gamefter, play- 
ing for an important ftake, and pufhing an extraordinary 
fuccefs to its utmoft bounds: yet we know how {mall a re- 
verfe will level the proud hopes of the gamefter with the 
duft, how readily the {miling attendants of his profperity 
defert or deride him in the moment of misfortune, how few 
friends are attached by the violence and rapacity of his cha- 
racter, and how many feemingly adherents joyfully embrace 
the firft occafion of reproach and injury. In this view the 
affairs of France may be regarded with propriety: the ana- 
logy with the fnecefsful gambler is complete, and the go. 
vernment is marked with all the violence, all the fury, all 
the vain-glorious exultation, all the profligacy and difregard 
of jyuftice, truth, and economy, which ftigmatife the other 
charaéter. 

If France can fucceed in impofing terms of peace on 
Auftria, it will then remain to be feen whether, at war with 
England, her commerce can be fo far reflored as to permit 
the formation of a regular fyitem of finance. To this ex- 
periment undoubtedly tend the late intrigues of the govern. 
ment 
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ment for the purpofe of impeding the commerce of Eng. 
land, and checking her maritime operations. The revenue 
of France, as derived from commerce, is ftated, including 
the duties from Antwerp, to be 13,800,000 livres, of which 
8,700,000 are {pent in collection and management. We al- 
ways wilh to be underftood that this deficiency of revenue 
will not afle&i the power of France to profecute a land war; 
but in naval exertion, and in time of peace, it muft be fen- 
fibly felt: the blaze of viétory once removed, and the ur- 
gency of infant pre paration no longer operating, the languor 
of exceffive exertion muft enfue, BC »vernment muft’refort to 
extreme means, the power fo fuddenly and wonderfully ac- 
quired will as fuddenly moulder away, and France “ no 
more fhall fright the world with impious thunder.”’ 
EG Y.P-T 

Is again brought forward to dazzle the eyes and allure the 
hopes of the French nation; Menou writes, or very probably, 
Barrere writes for him, that the colony in Egypt is flourifh- 
ing and happy, beloved by the natives, and revelling in luxu- 
ries: are thefe accounts to be refuted by the interception of 
another packet ? or are they to be underftood merely as the 
counterpart of thofe fi€tions which reprefented Genoa and 
Malta as well victualled for a long fiege, when, in faét, they 
were on the eve of furrendering through famine ? 

SPAIN, 

Alarmed at the Britifh preparations for the defence of 
Portugal, has folicited a renewal of the former amity between 
the two kingdoms. Spain is, at this time, feverely vifited 
by the plague ; the number of viétims out of a population 
of 279,000 perfons, from the month of Auguft to Novem- 
ber, is flated at 79,500. 


EAST-INDIES. 


Recent communications from the Prefidency of Bombay, 
received overland, flate, that the Jeypoor Rajah fill main- 
tained a very hoftile pofition. He had entered the province 

Aghmere with a numerous army, carrying the black flag, 
and animmenfe train of artillery. In the month of April 
lat, his Highnefs the Pelhwa ordered the principal part of 
his army to ftop the progrefs of the Rajah, and give him 
battle, aflifted at the fame time with feveral battalions, under 
the command of Major Palman, who was directed to co- 
operate with the Mahratta ariny. The aétion took place at 

: day- 
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day-brenk, on the 14th of April, upon the plains, a little 
diftance from Jey poor, which ended in a very complete and 
decided viétory onthe part of the Mahrattas. The Rajah 
was preffed fo clofely in his retreat, that all his artillery fell 
into the hands of the conquerors, together with the principal 
part of his baggage and camp-equipage, Great rejoicings 
have taken place at Poonah in confequence of this victory. 


GREAT-BRITAIN. 


The unwarranted aggreffion of Ruffia has been met with 
proper fpirit, both by the minifiry and the people. On re- 
ceipt of the intelligence a meeting of the merchants engaged 
in the Ruffian trade was held ; the meafure of withholding 
payment of the bills already accepted was difcuffed, but, in 
the honourable fpirit of Britifh commerce, rejeéted: it was 
refolved, however, not to honour any more bills till compen- 
fation was made for the injury fuftained. Orders are faid to 
have been iffued for the capture of all Ruffian veffels ; and 
whenever the hoftile intentions of the northern confpiracy 
fhall be manifefted in further aéts, although Great-Britain 
may be atemporary fufferer, there is no room to doubt that 
each of the confederates will rue, in the utmoft defpon- 
dency, the fatal delufion which led io a conteft with a power 
on whofe mercantile connetion their profperity depends, 
and which, ina fhort period of hoftility, can annihilate the 
navy of the opponents , and by the capture of the Weit- 
India iflands, and abolition of the Sound duties, deprive 
Denmark of her beft fources of revenue, Minifters, it is 
faid, have difpatched a-mefienger to Berlin, to remonftrate 
through the Ruffian Mintiler there; and on the reception of 
his complaints the queftion of peace or war will probably 
depend. 

A variety of meafures have been adopted by Parliament 
for the relief of the public during the prefent enormoufly 
high price of provifions, of which it is at prefent difficult 
to appreciate the effeéts. We hope the period is not far 
diftant when the neceflaries of life will again be afforded at 
a reafonable rate. 





Curious Circumftance refpetiing the Submerfion of Swallows. 


HE following curious and apparently well authenticated 
circumftance is related in the American Magazine, in 
a letter from H. Pollock, of New York : 
“ 
9 On 
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** On the afternoon of the 24th of Auguft, 1798, I was 
fitting in my parlour which looks towards the North River, 
about fifty feet from the bank, in company with our mutual 
friend Mr. Jacob Sebor. Our attention was attraéted by 
numerous flights of birds, which appeared to come acrofs the 
town from the eaftward, and defcend immediately into the 
river. So fingular an appearance excited our particular ob- 
fervation. We went out and ftood clofe to the bank, and 
then perceived that what we at firft imagined to be black- 
birds, were aétually fwallows ; and that, as -foon as the 
various flocks had cleared the houfes, and got direétly over 
the river, they plunged into the water, and difappeared. 
This was not confined to the vicinity of the place where we 
flood, but was the cafe as far as the eye could reach, up and 
down the river, and continued without ceffation for nearly 
two hours, when the clofing of the evening prevented our 
further obfervation. 

** Aware of the importance of affording any additional 
information on this long-difputed queftion in the natural 
hiftory of the fwallow, I procured a telefcope, and watched 
attentively many of the flocks from their firft appearance 
until their immerfion, continuing my eye fixed upon the 
{pot long enough to be fully convinced that not one of the 
birds returned to the furface again. Indeed, one flock of 
about two hundred birds plunged into the water within thirty 
yards of us, and inftantly difappeared, without the leaft ap- 
pearance of oppofition that might be expeéted to arife from 
their natural buoyancy, and, atthe fame time, the evening 
was fo ference, andthe river fo unruffled, that no deception 
of our fight could poflibly have occurred. 

** When the birds firft came in view, after croffing the 
town, their flight was eafy and natural ; but when they de- 
fcended near to the water, they appeared much agitated and 
diftreffed, flying in a confufed manner againft each other, as 
if the love of life, common to all animals, impelled them to 
revolt againft this law of nature impofed upon their {pecies. 

“* As fome time has elapfed fince the above-mentioned 
fa&ts occurred, I thought it proper, before 1 gave you Mr. 
Sebor’s name, as having been a witnefs to them, to confult 
his recolleétion on the fubjeét ; and I have pleafure in af- 
furing you he diftinéily remembers every circumflance I 
have recited, and of which I made a memorandum at the time. 

** It may be worthy of remark, that as far as my obferva- 
tion went, the {wallows totally difappeared on the 24th of 
Augutt, 1799; for during the remainder of that year I did 
not fee one.”’ 
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CHARACTER or tuE DUTCH SOLDIERS. 


[From A. Riem’s Travels through Helland in the Years 1796 and 
1797+] 


°*AS the Batavian chiefly delights in fleeping, eating, drink- 
ing, and fmoking his tobacco, and now and then, by 
way of interlude, in faying his prayers; it is very natural 
that he fhould view with abhorrence whatever interrupts his 
tranquil courfe of life. He thus becomes unfit for the hardy 
deeds of war, and the painful toils and cares attendant on it, 
and hates it for the fake of his dear corporeal gratifications 
and pleafures. If to this we add, that a war in which he 
takes part, in a direct manner attacks his private intereft, by 
interrupting the ufual courfe of trade, his difinclination to 
war, and defire to remain in a continual flate of neutrality, 
will eafily be accounted for. 

Nations who kave fallen into fo great a defuetude of war, 
as was the cafe with the Dutch, neceflarily degenerate in this 
refpecét. In former times the Batavians were one of the 
braveit among the nations of Europe. The events of the 
years 1787 and 1794, however, have {hewn that they are fo 
no longer. After their wide-extending commerce had en- 
riched them, they adopted the pernicious cuftom of commit- 
ting the execution of all military operations to foreign mer- 
cenaries, whom they took into their pay. ‘Thus the warlike 
{pirit of the people was totally extinguifhed ; and cowardice 
and want of enterprife might naturally be expe&ed in fol- 
diers, who, unuled to bear arms, and to bend to a rigorous 
difcipline, undertook the defence of their country, when at- 
tacked by an army of well-difciplined troops. The moft 
important fortified places furrendered, it fummoned by only 
twelve or fifteen of the enemy. Al! martial ardour had 
flown, till the republican f{pirit awoke ; the Batavian legion 
was formed and inured to the dangers and toils of war; and 
the genius of Daendels triumphed over difficulties which to 
many other Gencrals might have appeared infurmountable. 
The triennial enjoyment of liberty has already effected a 
great revolution in the character of many of the Batavians ; 
and [ain convinced, that half a year’s praétice in war would 
again change them into brave defenders of their rights and 
their country, fuch as their anceftors proved themfelves 
when they had fhaken off the yoke of Spain, and were flrug- 
giing for independence. 
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Anfwer, by Serjeant Whittle, of the Upway Volunteers, te 
P. Gove’s Anagrammatical Rebus, inferted Ofober 13, 


H’ initials rang’d in order true, 

. SALEM’s the town you had in view; 
The fame, invert, twill then define, 
MELAS, the hero, you’d in mind ; 

Erafe the S, then from the fame 

A MEAL is what it next will name; 
Tranfpofe aright, with care once more, 
The MALE is what you wi!l explore ; 
Invert the laft, and then I fee 

That LAME you never with to be. 

(Kr Similar anfwers have been reccived from G. England, Uplyme ; 
R, Maffett, Saltafh; W. Saunders, jun. of Loddifwell; W. Maddick, 
Rattery ; G. Andrews, and W. Sherwell, of Modbury; R. Baker, and 
E. T. P. of Poole; Serjeant Ath of the Exminfter Volunteers ; E. Robins, 
Se. Auftell; R. T. of Moufehole; W. Chudleigh, of Newton Buthel; 
J. Bulgin, Caftle Carey; R. Thomas, Exeter; Philom. of Teingmouth ; 
and J. King, of Kingfbridge. ; 


a STE 





Anfwer, by Serjeant Towning, of the Fivehead Volunteers, 
to P. Gove’s Charade, inferted November 3. 


HE STAR-LIGHT, Sir, without a doubt, 


Will make your charade clearly out. 


Kk We have received the like anfwer from G. England, of Uplyme; 
W. Sherwell, Modbury ; T. Coumbe, Stonehoufe; R.T. of Moufe- 
hole; T. Jarvis, Malborough ; Serjeant Ath, of the Exminfler Volunteers ; 
J. Bulgin, Caftle Cary; RK. Thomas, Exeter; T. Taylor, Bridgewater ; 
and W. Chudlicigh, of Newton Bubhel. 





4n ANAGRAM, by G. Andrews, of Modbury. 


O gather, if tranfpos’d with care, 
A form celeftial will appear. 





An ENIGMA, dy G. England, of Uplyme. 


AY, ye whotrace the boundlels maze, 
That genial nature yields, 
That pore a thoufand cutious ways 
Creation’s ample fields. 


VoL. XXXVII. k Ta 
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Is there one obje& ’mongit the whole 
That charms the breaft like me? 

That gains to each extended pole 
The like majority ? 


The regal liege, tho’ blefs’d with powers 
My fecret call attends; 
The labouring hind towards my fhrine 
His willing footfteps bends. 
To fire the hero’s martial breaft 
Has oft been known my charm; 
Thro’ dangers thickeft {cenes to prefs, 
“* And every dire alarm.” 


The fable gown, with modef air, 
My vot'rjes often prove; 

And oft when fortune paints the fair 
I fan the coals af love. 


When timid Haffan bent his way 
From Scaraz’ peaceful walls ; 
*T was with intention to obey 
My flame-inf{piring calls, ‘ 
A bufy train, with a€tive pen, 
My laws with pleafure trace ; 
When Plutus glitters at the fland 
Tis I that lead the chace. 


Few but will give their votes for me, 
And that with.cheerful tone, 

From the low: cells of poverty j 
To the moft {plendid throne. 


To aid my caufe, to diftant climes 
My. vot’ries often fly ; 

Break thro’ the olive’s Heav’n-born laws, 
And midft deftruétion die. 


O’er Alpine heights that prop the tkies, 
And Scythia’s virgin fields ; 

Where Zembla’s filver mountains rife 
Such charms my vifage yields. 


More could Ladd but, Sirs, I ween 
The vifionary guife 

Long ere the prefent period’s feen 
Will faint betore your eyes, 


POETRY. 
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Lines lately written by a Young Lady of Teingmouth to her 
Brother, who was on the Point of leaving England, 


UCH lovw’d companion of -pa ft hours, adieu ! 
Siuce fate now calls thee from fair Albian’s fhore ; 

Yet memory oft fhall bring thee to my wiew, 
And fancy paint thee, when, thou’rt fe¢n, no mare, 


I bid farewell! But © tbe folemn found 
With chilling dadnef viirates on my car ; 
Affeétion weeps, and ‘riesudfaip mourns around, 
And ftrives, but wainiy @rives to hide the tear. 


Yet cheering hope, with fond afpiring eyry 
Thy future fame and profpedis fets in view ; 

Yet hope’s delufions griefs hke our’s defy, 
And th¢ heart lingers long—to fay adieu} 


And tho’, my brother! you are no longer nigh 
To witnels fcenes which ever muft be dear; 
O greet my ablent {pirit with a figh! 
O give so nature al! fhe chatmsea tear. 


And many a night, when tempefls fwell the main, 
This breaft will throb with agonizing fears, 

Left death fhould part us ne’er to meet again, 
Whillt every danger love can form appears, 


Then, wing’d with faith, my pray’rs for thee fhall rife, 
That thou may’fl {cape the dangers of the deep; 

Whill on thy head, perhaps, the inclement: fkies 
Pour fotth their fury, while we calmly fleep. 


Thy Virtuous heart, when dangers prefs around, 
Shall meet the ftorm with courage undi{may’d ; 

Since guilt nor confcience can thy bofom wound, 
And virtue ever is by death repaid. 


Onyou, perhaps, in many a wintry.night, 
The florms of rain or {pow will often beat; 
Or in far diftant climes, with freth delight, 
Of abfent friends the gladfome tidings greet. 


Yet. fancy oft fhall form the wifh’d for hour, 
ho’ now from fcenes of focial joy you roam) 

When fond affeftion {hall exert his pow’rs, 
And love fincere fhall bid you welcome home, 


Oft to remembrance fhall] paft hours recall 
Thy former a@ts of kindnefs bring to view ; 
Yet in affeAion I repaid them all— | 
Elfe why this anguith when I bid adieu? 





O Edmund! 
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O Edmund! nature is alone fincere ; 
Art may belye the feelings of the foul ; 

May breathe the figh, may fhed deceitful tears— 
A fiftez’s love is far beyond controul. 


Accept my love! Accept thefe fimple lays! 

That come unfeign’d, {pontaneous from my heart; 
When fole ambition is a brother’s praife, 

To be remember’d, fince we’re doom’d to part. 


Teignmouth, 1800. 
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On LEAVING the COUNTRY. 


oe adieu to thy peaceful retreat! 

Where nature her gifts has difplay’d ; 

No more to thy groves thall I fly from the heat, 

Or hafte-o’er be meadows tiny Laura to meet, 
With the fweeteft of flowers array’d. 


How oft when the moonin ber grandeur arofe 
Have I wander’d in Glence along! 

While fofdly in murmuis the rivulet flows, 

My limbs on fomt bank I would gently repofe, 
And hear the {weet nightingale’s fong. 


No longer to me is this folitude known, 
Its pleafures, alas! are no more; 
The rural content from my prefence is flown, 
And buitle, and noife, and confufion alone, 
Refound like the waves on the fhore. 


But why fhould I mourn the decrees of my Lord, 
Or noife and confufion lament; 

If Itruftin my God, and rely on his word, 

My peace and my joy will be ever infur’d, 
And my foul will be bleft with content. 


CONSTANTIUS. 








SONNET 0 the OAK. 


EF MBLEM of honeft worth, majeflic tree, 

4 Thy country’s glory, and the forefi’s pride ; 

Full oft bas friendfhip carv’d thy knotted fide, 
And found a faithful regifter in thee. 


Unlike the foppifh flower that rears its head, 
When the proud fun from Cancer flings his rays; 
The firft chil) blaft of autumn frowns it dead, 
Blights all its {weetnefs, and its form decays. 


While pelting winter, from the frigid pole, 
In vain aflaults thy time-defying torm ; 
Thy branches brave the feafons as they roll, 
Enjoy the funfhine, and endure the florm 

Alike the chafle and philofophic mind, 
Which no misfortunes permanently bind. 


CIVIS, 
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